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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Case ID #: 92D-CG-NEW (Pending) 

Title: VICE LORD NATION 

RACKETEERING ENTERPRISE INVESTIGATION (REI) 


Synopsis: The purpose of this communication is to request that 

an REI be opened targeting the Vice Lord Nation. 

Enclosures: One copy of a profile on the Vice Lord Nation. 

Details: The Vice Lords are the oldest street gang in Chicago 

dating back to the late 1950's. Since it's inception, the Vice 
Lord Nation has grown from a single street gang to an entity 
comprised of at least twenty-one factions. 

The main thrust of their criminal activity is narcotics 
and prostitution. However, they are also involved in the sale of 
weapons, arson for profit, extortion, burglary, armed robbery, 
auto theft, welfare fraud, shoplifting, and murder. 

The Vice Lords are not confined to Chicago or to the 
state of Illinois. Their presence is currently confirmed in 
twenty-three states. The Vice Lords are one of the four super 
gangs in Chicago and they fit FBIHQ's National Strategy targeting 
maj or gangs. 

Administrative: It appears that members of the Vice Lord Nation 

may have formed relationships with unknown guards in our jails. 
These guards are alleged to be smuggling in drugs and cellular 
telephones. It also appears that Vice Lord members are 
attempting to make alliances with local and national politicians 
in Chicago and the state of Illinois. It is alleged that a 
public official in Chicago uses Vice Lords as bodyguards 


C & -10‘5> £ 53~7 ““ I 






To: SAC, CHICAGO From: IRS 

Re: 92D-CG-NEW, 12/02/1996 


and strongmen to intimidate people who are opposed to certain 
programs and agendas. 






To: 
Re: 




SAC, CHICAGO From: IRS 
92D-CG-NEW, 12/02/1996 


b6 

b7C 


REQUEST OF SAC. CHICAGO: 


SAC, Chicago is requested to approve the opening of 
captioned REI for a per iod of 180 days. _ 

SAC 


♦ ♦ 


ASAC 

ssa|" 

ssaT 


EFFECTIVE DATE: 
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U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

January 8, 1997 


219 South Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 


VICE LORD NATION (VLN) 

RACKETEERING ENTERPRISE INVESTIGATION (REI) - VCMO 

OO: CHICAGO 


I. SYNOPSIS 


The Vice Lord Nation is one of the three most dominant 
street gangs in Illinois and is considered to be one of the 
deadliest. It is the oldest street gang in Chicago and was 
founded in the late 1950's as a club at the St. Charles Training 
School for Boys. Following the release of several members, the 
club formed in the 16th and Lawndale area of Chicago. This area 
has since been the stronghold for the Vice Lords and is referred 
to as the "Holy City". Since it's inception, the Vice Lords have 
grown from a single street gang to an entity comprised of over 
twenty-one different factions, all having a separate hierarchy 
and leadership. Some of these factions are: 


Conservative Vice Lords (CVL) 
4 Corner Hustlers (4CH) 

Insane Vice Lords (IVL) 
Traveling Vice Lords (TVL) 
Undertaker Vice Lords (UVL) 
Unknown Vice Lords (UTVL) 
Cicero Insane Vice Lords 
Rockwell Garden Vice Lords 
Renegade Vice Lords 
Horner Home Vice Lords 
Ebony Vice Lords 


Imperial Insane Vice Lords 

Executioners 

City Lords 

RIP 

Village Vice Lords 
15th Street Vice Lords 
12th Street Vice Lords 
Jackson Vice Lords 
KAT Vice Lords 
Mafia Insane Vice Lords 


The most active of the Vice Lord groups are the 4 
Corner Hustlers, the Conservative Vice Lords, the Insane Vice 
Lords, and the Traveling Vice Lords. 

The Vice Lords are not confined to Chicago or to the 
state of Illinois. Their presence is currently confirmed in 23 
states from Hawaii to Virginia, and also to include Arkansas, 
California, Colorado, Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessee, Utah, Washington state, and 
Wisconsin. 







The ethnic makeup of the Vice Lord Nation is 
predominantly African-American. They are primarily a male 
organization with the exception of a few females. 

The Vice Lord Nation is actively involved in numerous 
criminal activities including murder, kidnapping for ransom, 
armed robberies, arson, extortion, intimidation, conspiracies, 
money laundering, weapons trafficking, burglaries, and narcotics 
trafficking. 

The primary source of income for the Vice Lord Nation 
comes through the sale of narcotics. The hierarchy controls the 
numerous street sale operations of crack cocaine, heroin, and 
phencyclidine. It is believed that the Vice Lord Nation is 
responsible for the distribution of hundreds of kilograms of 
crack cocaine and heroin per month. 

II. DETAILS 

A. ORGANIZATION 


In 1975 the Vice Lord Nation began to dissipate due to 
police pressure and an increase in incarcerated Vice Lord 
members. Within five years, the Nation re-established their hold 
on Chicago's west side and expanded to the north and south sides, 
the southern suburbs and into the Illinois and Iowa prison 
systems. Their control then began to extend to other states such 
as Minnesota and Iowa. Law enforcement officials in these states, 
became aware of an organizational movement by the Vice Lords in 
their cities and prison systems. 

Recruitment in the Vice Lord Nation was steadily 
increasing from a hold that had at one time weakened but not 
disappeared. It soon became evident that the prisons had become 
the primary recruiting and training ground for the re-emerging 
Vice Lord Nation. This once Chicago based street gang had now 
established itself into an interstate network of hardened 
criminals with liaison established with other prison based street 
gangs. The Vice Lord Nation now operates at two levels, in the 
various prisons and on city streets. 

New recruits at the street level are lured into the 
Vice Lords through expensive clothes, jewelry, and vehicles owned 
by the gang members. Numerous parties are held by gang members 
for the sole purpose of recruiting new lower ranking members. 

The Vice Lord Nation, like other large Chicago street 
gangs, is extremely violent. In 1994 the Vice Lords were 
planning attacks on police officers. They armed themselves with 

grenade launchers, pump shotguns, riot guns, street sweepers, _ 

seventeen shot automatics, laser sights, and 


b7E 


2 





b7E 

I Gang members 

practiced their marksmanship by sniping from Chicago Housing 
Authority (CHA) buildings and other high-rise buildings. 

Of the four most active Vice Lord groups, the 
Conservative Vice Lords appear to be the largest faction. 

However, their leaders are not considered superior to leaders of 
the other factions and each faction appears to have it's own 
separate hierarchy. The ranking titles in each hierarchy tend to 
follow the same pattern: 

King 

5 Star Universal 
4 Star Elite 
3 Star Elite 
2 Star Elite 
1 Star Elite 
Minister 
Lieutenant 
Foot Soldier 

Some Key/Dominant figures of the various factions are; 
CONSERVATIVE VICE LORDS 



4 CORNER HUSTLERS 



INSANE VICE LORDS 

_ DOB | Imperial Insane_ 

I DOB I iMafia Insane Vice Lords 


3 










The primary source of finances for this organization is 
through the street sale of crack cocaine which is sold in $10.00 
and $20.00 bags. Income from this sale of crack cocaine may 
approach $50,000. 

Cash money is stored in bulk in places such as safety 
deposit boxes and self storage lockers. 

D. POLICE/ PUBLIC CORRUPTION 

It appears that members of the Vice Lord Nation may 
have formed friendships with unknown guards in Cook County jail 
in Illinois. It has been alleged that guards have smuggled drugs 
and cellular telephones into the jail. It also appears that Vice 
Lord members are attempting to make an alliance with local and 
national politicians in Chicago and the state of Illinois. For 
example, a public official in Chicago uses Vice Lord members as 
bodyguards and strongmen to intimidate people who are opposed to 
certain programs and agendas. 

E. COMMUNICATIONS 


The Vice Lord Nation uses cellular telephones and 
pagers which are supplied to members through their own paging 
companies as well as other associates of this organization. 

Pagers are used primarily to receive telephone numbers, but are 
also used to transmit a system of codes. These codes are used to 
request more drugs and to convey location and or drop sights for 
money. 

F. CHARACTERISTICS 


No available information to date regarding this subject 

matter. 

G. ASSESSMENT 

No available information to date regarding this subject 

matter. 


H. BASIS OF INFORMATION 


Information contained in the REI profile has been 
derived from FBI investigative files, source information, 
Illinois State Police Intelligence Bureau, NDIC National Street 
Gang Survey Report, the Midwest Gang Investigators Association, 
and the Illinois Department of Corrections offender tracking 
system. 


Ill. BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 


Details for this section are under development. 




TRAVELING VICE LORDS 



More details will be provided as they become available. 


B. OPERATION 

The primary source of income for the Vice Lord Nation 
is through the sale of narcotics. This includes the street sales 
of $10.00 and $20.00 bags of crack cocaine or white heroin as 
well as larger sales by mid-level members. The leaders arrange 
the multi-kilo shipments of cocaine and heroin from other gang 
members throughout the United States. These shipments are 
transported by various modes of transportation into Chicago. The 
leader will assign a worker to pick-up the shipment where it is 
then brought to a specific location where other workers will 
process it. In the case of crack cocaine, the primary drug in 
Chicago, it is cooked into crack form. Workers package it in 
street level amounts and the packages are sent with a runner to 
the numerous locations where other workers sell them. Other 
members acting as lookouts and security provide protection for 
these workers. Security uses numerous weapons including high 
powered rifles and automatic weapons. 

After a drug sale, other members are responsible for 
collecting this money from the dealers. The street supervisor 
pays the workers either daily or weekly. The remaining proceeds 
are taken to the higher ranking officials for distribution or 
laundering. 

C. FINANCES 

The Vice Lord Nation launders illegal proceeds through 
various methods. The most prevalent is through the purchase of 
real estate, automobiles and various businesses such as lounges, 
paging companies, video stores and car washes. The leaders 
purchase these businesses and then put them in the name of a 
relative or friend to avoid seizure if they are arrested. Tax 
delinquent properties are also bought, renovated f and resold for 
profit. This gives the illusion of a legitimate business and 
launders the money at the same time. They also purchase 
automobiles from corrupt businesses for cash. The paperwork is 
then altered. 
























■ (*2/31/1995) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


Date: 11/14/1996 


To: SAC, CHICAGO 


From: SA 


SQUAD VC-2 
Contact:_ t 





Approved By: 
Drafted By: 


Case ID #: 166E-CG-99833 (Pending) 

Title: FLYSWAT 

ITAR-VIOLENT CRIMES 
00: CHICAGO 


Synopsis: Set lead for SA|_| 

Details: This investigation targets|_I, aka |_ \ 

~l the Traveling Vice Lords (TVL) street gang and hi s 
drug dist ribution network. It is requested that SA | 

| |assist with the gathering and analysis of intelligence 

regarding this investigation. 




^2.^ -CG - KeO 

SEARCHED_INDEXED . — 

SERIALIZES -{-yFILED — ’/(- j 

MOV 141996 


FBI-GHtCAGO 
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U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


219 South Dearborn #905 
Chicago, Illinois' 60604 


May 19, 1994 


VICE LORD NATION (VLN) 

RACKETEERING ENTERPRISE INVESTIGATION (REI) - VCMO 

OO: CHICAGO 


I. SYNOPSIS 

The Chicago Division of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) initiated its Gang Crime Squad on March 8, 
1992. The Chicago Division has since worked within a Joint Task 
Force on Gangs (JTFG) concept with officers assigned to the Gang 
Investigation Section of the Chicago Police Department (CPD), 
Chicago, Illinois and Cook County Sheriff's Office (CCSO), 
Chicago, Illinois, and the Illinois State Police. 

The proposed REI is designated Chicago File number 92D- 
CG-91899. The following information has been acquired via 
numerous law enforcement investigations over the past twenty-one 
years. 


The VICE LORD NATION (VLN) is the dominant street gang 
on the west side and the western suburbs of Chicago. The VLN has 
extended their operations to other major cities across the United 
States which include but are not limited to the Illinois cities 
of Rockford, Joliet, Springfield, Peoria, and Moline; the 
Wisconsin cities of Milwaukee, Green Bay, and Racine; the Iowa 
cities of Des Moines and Davenport; the Indiana city of 
Indianapolis; the Minnesota cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul;"' 
the Tennessee city of Memphis; the Michigan city of Detroit; and 
several Mississippi rural areas. 

The JTFG has identified six major factions of the VLN 
actively operating in Chicago. These six major factions are the 
Conservative Vice Lords (CVL), Four Corner Hustlers (4CH), Insane 
Vice Lords (IVL) ,“Traveling Vice Lords (TVL), Undertaker Vice 
Lords (UTVL), and Unknown Vice Lords (UVL). Furthermore, the 
Insane Vice Lords are branched into the Cicero Insane Vice Lords 
(CIVL), Mafia Insane Vice Lords (MIVL), and Imperial Insane Vice 
Lords (UVL). The JTFG has identified two minor factions of the 
VLN actively operating in Chicago. The two minor factions are 
the Ebony Vice Lords (EVL) and Renegade Vice Lords (RVL). 
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There is a recognized leader of each faction of the 
VLN. In 1992 The Chicago Police Department documented 5,983 
current members of the VLN. Current estimates regarding active 
VLN members within Chicago are 25,000. The ethnic makeup of the 
VLN membership is predominately Black. The VLN are predominately 
a male organization except for several female participants. 

The VLN is actively engaged in a full spectrum of 
criminal activities. The VLN's catalog of criminal conduct 
includes Federal and State violations and are not limited to 
murders, kidnappings for ransom, armed robberies, arsons, 
extortions, intimidations, conspiracies, money laundering, 
weapons trafficking, burglaries, and narcotics trafficking. 

The VLN's major source of illicit income is derived 
from the illegal sales of controlled substances. The VLN's 
leadership controls the numerous street sale operations of crack 
cocaine, heroin, and phencyclidine which plague Chicago's west 
side communities. The VLN's drug empire is estimated to 
distribute hundreds of kilograms of crack cocaine and heroin each 
month. The VLN's leadership launders the illicit income by 
concealing,the purchase and ownership of buildings, businesses, 
and vehicles. 
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II. DETAILS 


A. ORGANIZATION/GANG 

The VLN began in 1958 by several younger persons from 
the same neighborhood who were housed in a juvenile detention 
center in St. Charles, Illinois. They formed a group so that 
they could defend themselves from other groups who opposed them 
in there own neighborhoods. Basically, the VLN began as several 
street corner groups who organized for the purpose of fighting. 

As the members grew older several street corner groups merged so 
that they could have strength in numbers. As these "factions" 
grew larger they began taking over weaker gangs and the 
territories belonging to the weaker gangs. As time passed, these 
groups began organizing and found that they could make money 
through an organized, continuous course of criminality. 

Presently, the VICE LORD NATION (VLN) is comprised of 
six major factions and several minor factions. These six major 
factions are the Conservative Vice Lords (CVL), Four Corner 
Hustlers (4CH), Insane Vice Lords (IVL), Traveling Vice Lords 
(TVL), Undertaker Vice Lords (UTVL), and the Unknown Vice Lords 
(UVL) . “Furthermore, the' IVL are branched into‘the’Cicero'Insane 
Vice Lords (CIVL), Mafia Insane Vice Lords (MIVL), and the 
Imperial Insane Vice Lords (IIVL). Each faction of the Vice Lord 
Nation has its own leaders and controls its own territories. 

Many of the leaders of the VLN factions are incarcerated on 
various charges in state penitentiaries but continue to control 
there factions from within. These leaders appear to become 
stronger in the control of there factions when they are 
incarcerated. The present leaders of the VLN have been or are 
still in penitentiaries. These leaders are as follows: 

Name Position 


1 

_lof 1 L 

convicted of_ 

aka 

DOB 



- 1 

1 in 




1attempting tol 1 

aka 

DOB 


r 1 1 

1_ 


aka 

DOB 







1 1 the largest 

aka 

DOB 


faction ofl 
jail since! 

has been in 

_i 





# • 



The various factions of the VLN run independently of 
each other although they do business with each other when 
necessary. They are also allied with each other on the street 
and in the penitentiaries. Over the years, many of the dominant 
leaders of the different factions have unsuccessfully attempted 
to take control over all factions of the VLN. There has been 
numerous murders and hundreds of shootings over territorial 
rights regarding the sale of narcotics and the constant turmoil 
over leadership positions. This has caused significant bloodshed 
and carnage within the organization from this infighting, as 
well, as from fighting among rival gangs. There has also been 
numerous arson bombings, hand grenade attacks, and the frequent 
use of fully automatic weapons. Each faction of the VLN has a 
distinctive and dominant leader who controls the membership, 
territorial rights, recruitment, and promotes and demotes members 
to and from leadership positions. Each member of the faction 
usually has a rank. Some of the ranks include "king", "five star 
general", "minister", "lieutenant", and down to the rank of "foot 
soldier". 

Leaders are constantly recruiting new members to join 
there gang. Sometimes this is done through force or 
intimidation. Other times, leaders attempt to influence 
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potentially new members by portraying themselves as influential 
community leaders by wearing expensive clothes, driving fancy 
cars, and throwing lavish parties. Younger fringe members look 
up to these leaders and see them as role' models. This way of 
life is seen as a means to escape there poverty. Many leaders 
try to vail there criminal activities by preaching doctrines to 
the fact that Vice Lordism is a religion. They also attempt to 
create an aura with the news media that there groups are actually 
legitimate neighborhood peace keeping organizations and that they 
are being persecuted by law enforcement personnel through 
harassment, intimidation, and arrests. 


B. operations' 


Each faction of the VLN is engaged in every conceivable 
level of crime. The main source of income for the VLN is 
narcotic trafficking. Usually, each faction of the VLN stakes 
out several different territories to sell there drugs. Each of 
.these .territories .is controlled, by a leader who has several 
persons within the faction working for him. The leader controls 
territorial distribution rights. This control of territorial 
distribution rights usually leads to murder, assault, and 
intimidation to enforce these rights. In some neighborhoods the 
VLN and its illicit drug sales is so prolific and so well 
entrenched that it is an accepted way of life even for the 
neighborhood people who are not involved in the gang. 

The main source of income for the VLN is the sale of 
illicit drugs. This includes the street sales of $10 or $20 bags 
of "crack” cocaine or white heroin along with mid to high level 
members of the VLN dealing in the sales of larger quantities of 
these drugs usually referred to as "weight". As in any normal 
business, these VLN narcotic operations have a structured order 
of business. The leader employs workers from his own faction to 
act as street supervisors, runners, collectors, spotters, 
lookouts, and security. The leader arranges to buy multi¬ 
kilogram amounts of cocaine or heroin from other gang members or 
from locations from all around the country. These multi-kilogram 
amounts are transported by various means back to the Chicago 
area. He then assigns a worker to pick up the kilograms to be 
brought to a specified location where other workers process it. 
The workers break large quantities by mixing non-narcotic agents 
with it. In the case of "crack" cocaine which is the prevalent 
drug in Chicago, it is cooked into the "crack" cocaine form. 
Workers then package it in to street level amounts for resale. 
These street level amounts are then sent with a runner to the 
sale locations and given to workers who sell them while other 
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workers are assigned as lookouts or armed security to protect the 
sellers. Tens of thousands of weapons including high powered and 
quality weapons are recovered each year by members of the Chicago 
Police Department (CPD) from gang members involved in these 
operations. 


C. FINANCES 


The widespread availability and affordability of 
"crack" makes for a demand by an unending stream of customers of 
every age and walk of life. Many customers come from distant 
suburbs to purchase this "crack" cocaine because of this easy 
availability and affordability. These street corner VLN 
operations bring in steady revenues on a daily basis with some 
making as much as $50,000 per day. Various methods of selling 
drugs are used by the gangs, including using young children as 
lookouts and runners to transfer money and quantities of 
narcotics from buyer to seller. This technique further protects 
hardcore members and leaders from arrest. After drug sales are 
made, certain members are responsible for collecting the monetary 
«proceeds .fr.om. sales... The .street supervisor is usually 
responsible for paying workers on either a daily or weekly basis. 
The remaining proceeds are then taken to a predetermined 
location for further distribution upward, or for laundering. 

Money is laundered in various ways by the VLN.. The 
money is laundered by buying real estate, autos, and businesses 
such as lounges, pager stores, video stores, or car washes. 

These VLN leaders usually buy these properties and vehicles and 
place them in the names of friends or relatives so that they are 
difficult to find and seize by law enforcement authorities. 

These real properties are transferred on a frequent basis so that 
they stay one step in front of the law. Tax delinquent 
properties are also being bought for back taxes and then 
renovated so that they appear to be a legitimate investment. 

Money is also stored in bulk in places such as bank safety 
deposit boxes, and self storage lockers until it can be 
laundered. New vehicles are purchased from dealers who are less 
then scrupulous and paid for in cash by manipulating the 
paperwork. 


D. POLICE/PUBLIC CORRUPTION 

The VLN knows that it is beneficial for them to form 
relationships with public officials, law enforcement, and 
business communities. In the past numerous corruption cases have 
been open and deemed successful regarding jail guards at Cook 
County Jail in Illinois catering to the high ranking VLN members. 
Jail guards have been recruited to smuggle drugs and cellular 
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phones, and assist in bringing in visitors carrying illegal 
contraband into the jail. Several jail guards have been arrested 
in the past for these charges. 

The VLN leaders have also attempted to make alliances 
with local and national politicians. VLN leaders try to gain 
support from politicians in an attempt to make their illegal 
activities appear to be legitimate. 


E. COMMUNICATIONS 


The VLN has implemented a modern communications system 
which they use to there benefit. This system is much more 
difficult for the law enforcement community to deal with because 
of the advancements in technology and the minuscule costs to them 
as compared to the money they are making. This communications 
system is also more difficult for law enforcement to deal with 
because of court restrictions imposed on them. 

Usually the VLN leaders have several different, cell 
phones and. pagers that are at there disposal. Pagers are used by 
almost every member wi'th'in a drug operation and are used not only 
to receive phone numbers but are used to deal with a system of 
codes so that workers can call for more drugs, drop money off at 
certain location, etc. These cell phones and pagers are usually 
placed in the names of friends or relatives. Cell phones and 
pagers are usually switched on a regular basis because they 
believe that law enforcement members are monitoring them. For 
this reason many of the workers lease there pagers at the 
cheapest rates and then use it until they are turned off by the 
pager company for non-payment. When this happens they go out and 
lease another pager in another persons name. 


III. BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

The following members have been identified to date as 
leaders within the Conservative Vice Lord faction: 


Name 

Nickname 


Sex 

Male 

Race 

Black 

DOB 

1-1 

Height 

5-08 

Weight 

155 

Hair 

Black 

Eyes 

Brown 
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This report was prepared by the Organizational Intelligence Unit 
(OIU), Intelligence Section, Criminal Investigation Division, FBIHQ. 
The contents of this profile should not be disseminated outside of the 
FBI without prior approval of the OIU, FBIHQ. 
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l SYNOPSIS 


The Vice Lord Nation is a violent African American street gang, 
although there are documented instances of Caucasian and hispanic 
members. The gang is involved in a myriad of criminal activities, but 
mainly conce n tr a t es efforts on the distribution and sale of crack 
cocaine. The Vice Lord Nation is comprised of the following sets of 
the gang: Cicero Insane Vice Lords, Conservative Vice Lords, Four 
Comer Hustiers, Homer Home Vice Lords, Insane Vice Lords, 
Renegade Vice Lords, Rockwell Garden Vice Lords, Traveling Vice 
Lords, Undertaker Vice Lords, and Unknown Vice Lords. 

The Vice Lord Nation is based in Chicago, Illinois, and is 
predominantly located in the midwest of the United States. 

Investigation has identified sets of the Vice Lord Nation in Chicago, 
Joliet, Moline, Peoria, Rockford, and Springfield, IL; Indianapolis, 
Indiana; Davenport, and Des Moines, Iowa; Detroit, Michigan; 
Mirineapofis/SL Paul, Minnesota; Jackson, Mississippi; Cleveland, 
Ohio; Memphis, Tennessee; Green Bay, Milwaukee and Racine, 
Wisconsin. 

Estimates regarding active Vice Lord Nation gang members in 
Chicago, IL, is 25,000. In other cities the membership is much 
smaller: Cleveland, OH, has approximately 50 hard core members 
and 300 to 400 gang associates; Milwaukee, Wl, has approximately 
81 members; Minneapolis, MN, has approximately 1,300 members; 
and St Louis, Missouri, has approximately 1,500 members. Estimated 
membership nationwide is approximately 30,000. The number of Vice 
Lord Nation gang members currently incarcerated in federal custody 
is 94. 
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II. DETAILS 


A. ORGANIZATION 

L HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 


The Vice Lord Nation is the oldest street gang fin Chicago, IL, and fis 
one of the four major gangs fin the cfty along with Blade Gangster 
Disciple Nation, Latin Kings, and Latin Disciples, the gang, originally 
called the Conservative Vice Lord Nation, was founded by unidentified 
juveniles in 1958 at the UQnois State Training School for Boys (a 
juvenile detention center) in St Charles, IL Following the release of 
several of the juvenile members.; the gang organized in the Lawndale 
area of Chicago, IL in order to defend members from opposing 
groups in the neighborhood. The gang expanded and began taking 
over territory from weaker gangs. The gang found that it could make 
money through organized and continuous criminal activity. The gang’s 
base continues to be in the Lawndale area of the city. 

In the late 1960s, the gang was awarded federal assistance for the 
rehabilitation of local youths. The Federal Assisted Job Training 
Programs allowed the Vice Lords to run a teen center and job training 
program for youths. There was an allegation of fraud lodged against 
the Vice Lords involving the misuse of funds. Gang leaders were 
believed to be using the funds for personal gain instead of aiding the 
community. However, no Vice Lord gang members were convicted of 
any fraud involving these programs. 

The gang’s influence declined dramatically in the 1970s due to the 
imprisonment or death of its leadership, ft’s territory and influence 
remained in the west side of the dty until the 1980s. In the 1980s the 
gang resurfaced due to the release of gang leaders and members 
from ttie penal system returning to the area. The gang’s influence and 
territory has greatly expanded to currently include portions of the 
north arid south sides of the city. 






II. MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE 


Each Vice Lord set has a distinct leadership and membership 
separate from other sets. The various sets functkm indeper>dentty of 
each other but do interact for business purposes. Each set (except 
for the Four Comer Hustlers) uses the name Vice Lords and indicates 
their independence by using the individual set name in gang gr affiti . 
Many of the dominant leaders of the sets have unsuccessfully 
attempted to take control over aO the sets of the Vice Lord Nation. 

This has led to numerous murders, shootings, and bombings over 
territory and leadership. 


Vice Lord sets with a large membership have a definite structure 

itiiu official jfsi'usi* for members. Each set has a dis&iivci and dominant 


leader who controls the membership, territorial rights, recruitment, 
and promotes and demotes members. A leader still maintains control 
over the gang even though he may be incarcerated. Examples of 
ranks include King, Elite, Second in Command, Five Star General, 
-Minister, Lieutenant; and Foot Soldier. 


In Cleveland, OH, the FBI reports that local Conservative Vice Lords 
members identified ranks such as Chief, Minister of Justice, Minister 
of Literature, King of the Nation, Advisor, Lieutenant, Violator, and 
Foot Soldier. The members stated that few if any of these ranks are 
universally recognized by members of the local gang and that 
numerous factions exist within the local gang which refer to the same 
position using entirely different terminology. 
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_ ^ gang associate, is affiliated with local Vice Lor ds and is 

curre ntly incarcerated at the federal correctio n al fostitute ini " 


gang a ssoc ia t e , is affiliated with local Vice Lords. 

| gang assoc ia t e , is affiliated with local Vice Lords and is 
currently incarcerate d at the federal correctional institution in 

] for possession of drugs. 

gang associ a te, is affiliated with local Vice Lords. 

Cleveland. OH. Key/Dominant Individuals 

Conservative Vice » nrrlQ Irov individuals havp ht^n Mgnftfieri as 

Milwaukee. Wl, Key/Dominant Individuals 
Gang leaders have been identified asT 


2. ASSOCIATED CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Gangs based in Chicago,' IL, traditionally belong to one of two 
alliances: Folks or People. Both alliances were established in the 
1980s in the Illinois penal system to determine association and 
provide protection. The Folks and People alliances are enemies, 
however, there have been exceptions to this rule in order to facilitate 
drug trafficking. 

The Vice Lord Nation is a People gang and therefore shares 
amicable relations with the following gangs: 2-2 Boys, Almighty Latin 
King Nation, Bishops, Black P Stone Nation, Blackstorie Rangers, 
Cobra Stones, CuDerton Deuces, El Rukns, Gaylords, Insane Deuces, 
Insane Unknowns, Kents, Latin Brothers, Latin Counts, Latin Gents, 
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P.R. Stones, Pachucos, Spanish Lords, YiHa Lotos, and Warlords. 
There is a strong alliance with the Latin Kings both in and out of the 
penal system. 

The following Folk gangs are considered to be enemies of the Vice 
Lord Nation: 2-6 Boys, Ambrose, Ashland Vikings, Black Gangster 
Disciple Nation, Black Souls, Braziers, C-Notes, Campbell Boys, 
Harrison Gents, Insane Popes, La Baza, Latin Disciples, Latin 
Dragons, Latin E a gles, Latin Jivers, Latin Lovers, Latin Souls, Maniac 
Latin Disciples, Maniac Disciples, Simon City Royals, Spanish Cobras, 
Spanish Gangster Disciples, and Supreme Gangsters.. 

Bloods: Los Angeles, CA, FBI reports that there are possible drug 
distribution ties between individuals in the Chicago, IL, Vice Lord 
Nation and individuals in the Los Angeles, GA, Bloods, Black P Stone 
set However, there is no known active presence of the Vice Lords in 
the Los Angeles, GA, area. 


* Native’ American' Mob': Information from Minneapolis, MN, FBI 
reports that a Native American gang known as the Native American 
Mob (NAM) is considered an off-shoot of the local Conservative Vice 
Lords, in that they attend weekly meetings with the Vice Lords known 
as ^rotation". 

3. ASSOCIATED ORGANIZATIONS AND BUSINESSES 


United Concerned Voters League: In an April 1992 publication, the 
Illinois State Police reported that in 1985 the Unknown Conservative 
Vice Lords from Chicago, IL, obtained a charter from the state to be a 
nonprofit voter league with the name United Concerned Voters League 
(note the similarity in the first initials of each). 


The City. Inc.: Minnea polis. MN, FBI reports that 


for the local Vice Lords, has aligned with 
several comm unity activists and a local defense attorn ey. These 


individuals are 


and 













_| who has represented [ l in the past | ~l and 

several other individuals use the cover of being social counselors at a 
local youth dub ca ll e d The City, Inc. The club’s purpose is to provide 
a positive environment for youths of the inner city, however, gang 
members lining "***** HTMfcnf nil iBsCUSa JNrimirtal_ 

activities. 



Members of the Vice Lord Nation are involved in money laundering 
and accomplish this by buying real estate, autos, and businesses 
such as lounges, automobile shops, pager stores, video stores, or ca 
washes. The properties and vehicles are 
friends or relatives to evade law' 
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B. OPERATIONS 


Gang members of the Vice Lord Nation are involved in murder, 
kidnapping, robbery, drug trafficking, thefts, weapon violations, armed 
robbery, arson, conspiracy, intimidation, money laundering, battery, 
assault, extortion, and prostitution. The gang’s primary objective is 
the trafficking of crack cocaine in order to make money and gain 
influence. Each set of the Vice Lord Nation operates their drug 
enterprise separately from each other. The gang is violent as 
exemplified by the September 25,1992, murder of Minneapo li s, MN, 
Police Officer Jerry Haaf which was carried out assassination style by 
members of the local Conservative Vice Lords (see Overt Act #€). 

The primary sets currently operating in Chicago, IL, are the 
Conservative Vice Lords, Four Comer Hustlers, Homer Home Vice 
Lords, Insane Vice Lords, Rockwell Garden Vice Lords, Traveling Vice 
Lords, Undertaker Vice Lords, and Unknown Vice Lords. The Insane 
Vice Lords branched mto the Cicero Insane Vice Lords, Mafia Insane 
Vice Lords, and Imperial Insane Vice Lords. Minor sets of the Vice 
Lord Nation operating in the area are the Ebony Vice Lords and 
Renegade Vice Lords. 

Territories are controlled by leaders who have several persons 
working distributing drugs. Street workers seQ $10 or $20 bags of 
crack cocaine or white heroin and higher level gang members deal in 
larger quantities of the drugs. Each leader has street supervisors, 
runners, collectors, spotters, lookouts, and security. The leader 
arranges to buy mutfr-kflogram amounts of cocaine or heroin from 
other gang members or locations throughout the country. These 
mufti-kilogram amounts are transported by various means back to the 
Chicago, IL, area. The leader win then assign a worker to pick up the 
kilograms to be brought to a specified location where other workers 
process ft. Workers dilute the large quantities and package ft for 
street sale. The runner then takes the drugs to the workers to sell. 
Workers are assigned as lookouts or armed security to protect the 
sellers. The gang is estimated to distribute hundreds of kilograms of 
crack cocaine and heroin each month. 
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|tt has been noted the Vice Lords have an affiance 
with the Los Angeles based Bloods street gang and this could be the 
one possible source of drugs. 


C. FINANCES 

The Vice Lord Nation’s major source of income is derived from drug 
trafficking. The leadership controte the numerous street sale 
operations of crack cocaine, heroin, and phencyclidine in Chicago, IL 
The leadership launders the illicit income by concealing the purchase 
and ownership of buildings, businesses, and vehicles. Some 
operatiofis in Chicago, 8L, make as murfs as $50,000 psr stey* Street 
Supervisors are usually responsible for paying workers on either a 
daily or weekly basis. The remaining proceeds are taken to a 
predetermined location for further distribution upward or for 
laundering (see Associated Organizations and Businesses for further 
• i nfo r mat ion). Tax delinquent properties*are purchased for frac kta xes 
and then renovated so that they appear to be a legitimate investment 
Money is also allegedly stored in as yet unidentified bank safety 
deposit boxes and self storage lockers until it can be laundered. 


D. POUCE/PUBUC CORRUPTION 

There have been numerous corruption cases in Chicago, IL, 
involving jail guards at Cook County Jail catering to high ranking Vice 
Lord gang members. Jan guards have been recruited to smuggle 
drugs and cellular phones and assist viators carrying contraband into 
the jail. Several ja3 guards have been arrested. Gang leaders have 
also attempted to make alliances with local and national politicians in 
order to gain support from politicians and to make their illegal 
activities appear to be legitimate. 
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Jacks on, MS, FBI reports that the local Vice Lord 
Istated jn an inter view that he had[ 

] Polio 


Police Department vice and NarcoScsTJnrt 


Confidential informants have indicated thal[ 


auegaoonsT 


Investigation did not substantiate the 


In 


employee of the 




Sheriff’s office. 


was a civilian 


E COMMUNICATIONS 


Vice Lord gang members utilize various communication devices 
such as pagers, hardline telephones, mobile telephones; and gang 
meetings. The gang has developed a system of codes for Wpagers. 
Cellular telephones and pagers are placed in the names of relatives or 
friends and switched on a regular basis. Many gang members lease 
pagers at a very cheap rate and then use the pagers until they are 
turned off by the pager company for nonpayment 

The gang also utilizes body language, tattoos, and gr a ffiti to deliver 
messages, mark territory, and intimidate rival gangs. 

F. CHARACTERISTICS 


^ Vice Lord Nation is part of the People alliance. All apparel is 
worn to the left The gang colors are black and gold. Gang symbols 
often used in gr af fit i are (see Appendix D): 

• V/L 

• Pyramid with a crescent moon 

• Crescent moon with a five pointed star 

• Top hat with cane and gloves 

• Pair of dice 

• Martini glass 

• Playboy bunny head 

• Dollar sign 

• Circle surrounded by fire 















The gang’s alignment with other People gangs is reflected in their 
graffiti. The pyramid symbol used by the Vice Lord Nation originated 
with the El Rukins and Black P Stone Nation gangs. 

The Vice Lords will often promote the gang as a form of legitimate 
religion. Vice Lord philosophy is a religious belief called Lordism, 
which is the belief in one God. Vice means having faults by human 
nature. This group beCeves that man is considered Vice Lord of the 
physical work! and that God has granted the gang power to rule over 
other human beings. 


In Minneapolis, MN, the gang sells crack cocaine but the use of it 

by gang members Ss strictly prohibited. Marijuana usage is 

acceptable. Members c aught using crack coc aine are physically 
punished. However, the| ”” 

dally basis. 


uses crack cocaine on a 


.... G. ASSESSMENT 

Preliminary intelligence indicates a relationship among the various 
sets similar to traditional organized crime where membership is 
recognized and territorial and operational boundaries are respected. 
Sets of the Vice Lord Nation function independently with separate 
leadership and are respectful of each other. Intelligence information 
indicates that the larger sets of the gang have definite organizational 
structure. 


Ties to Chicago, IL, where the gang originated, are minimal and are 
for the purpose of obtaining crack cocaine. In Cairo, IL, gang 
members are receiving crack cocaine from Chicago, IL Also, the 
Minneapolis, MN, set maintains ties with Chicago, IL because the 
majority of cocaine entering Minneapolis, MN, is from Chicago, IL and 
Los Angeles, CA. 
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The propensity for the Vice Lord Nation to expand and continue to 
operate illegal criminal activities in the Midwest of the nation appears 
favorable. The Chicago, IL, based sets of the Vice Lords have great 
potential for longevity based on strong membership, organization, and 
influence. 

The following i ssues should be targeted fen order to effectively 
dismantle sets off the gang and to further investigative goals: 
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H. BASIS OF INFORMATION 

Information has been obtained from fritedigence reports submitted 
by the following FBI Field Offices: Chicago, Cleveland, Jackson, Los 
Angeles, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Omaha, and Springfield. 
Information was also compiled from the Federal Bureau of Prisons, 
U.S. Department of Justice, Chicago Police Department, and Illinois 
State Police. 


25 











































Chicago PoGce Department. 25 

Chicago, Illinois . 22 

I Cicero Insane Vice Lords.1.4. 21 

1 -^—9 S 

I -. 9 

Cobra Stones. 17 

. Cocaine . 1,4, 5, 7, S-16,19,21,22,24 

.15,16 

. 9 


Conservative Vice Lord Nation.1-6,17,18,21 

Cook County Jail . 22 

Cook County. Illinois, Deputy Sheriffs Office...15, 23 

.... 16 

. 9 

. 16 

-1.1.. 16 

Cutlerton Deuces .. . 17 

1 . 11 


. 11 

. 17 

_1. 15 

Ebony Vice Lord s.7,21 

_ _|.12,13 

Esenhower Expressway . 5 

B Rukns Gang . ...17, 24 

. 19 

. 16 

---1. 16 

Federal Bureau of Investigation.3,12,15,18, 23-25 

Federal Correctional Institute Talledega, Alabama. 17 

Federal Correctional Institution Oakdale, Louisiana . 16 

Federal Correctional Institution Tallahassee, Honda. . 17 

I- * -1... 19 

Fofrs Allianc e .. 17 

.. 9 


Expressway 


27 











































Four Comer Hustlers . 1,3 , 6,7,14,21 

Fred (WU) . 16 

- - 1 . 9 

kavtords Ganq . 17 

► 

. .. 9 

. . < .4 

. 9 


. 12 

.. 10 

. . . 12 

. 17 

... 17 

.... 21 

. 12 

. 15 

. 10 

. 10 

. 10 

Harrison Gents Gai 

. 10 

. 10 

. 13 

Henry Homer Projl 
Heroin . 

ids ... 7 

. 4.12. 21.22 

. 13 

. 17 

. 13 

Homer Home Viee 

Lords . 1,21 


.. 5 

. . 15 


Illinois Department 
Illinois State PoGoe 
GEnois State Trainii 
Imperial insane Vic 
Insane Deuces .. 
Insane Popes ... 

of Corrections . 6,8,10 

r»g School for Boys . 2 

e Lords . 7,21 











































insane Unknowns... 17 

insane Vice Lords.1, 8,21 


Jackson Police 



Latin Counts. 17 

Latin Disciples ..2,18 

Latin Dragons.—_____________ ,18 

Latin Eagles. 18 

Latin Gents. 17 

Latin Jrvers. 18 

Latin Kings .. 2 

Latin Lovers. 18 

Latin Souls . . 18 

. 11 

. 9 

. 16 

.13,14 

.. 13 

. 15 

. 9 

. 15 

.14-16 

.9-11 

. 13 

. 10 

... 8 


29 












































































































b6 

b7C 

hlE 



f 


32 













































APPENDIX A - CHRONOLOGY OF CRIMINAL ACTS 


#1 the Chicago-based Unk nown Vice Lords, 

was convicted of murd er and robbery involving an | 

ts currently incarcerated at tnel 


years and I I months for 


iang member, was sentenced in 


sentenced In i 
incarcerated at the! 


_|was 

rears for the same crime and is 


#3 | __ I members o f 

a | I Vice L ord faction are suspected] 

shooting of a residence at | | on 

| which was occupied by Black'GangsterDiscipIe Nation gang 
members. Intelligence information indicat es that this shoo ting was 
done as possi ble retaliation for a shooting | | in which 

l and | by members of the 

Black Gangster Disciple Nation gang. 

#4 | j ganq member. f I on 

jwith a handgun that he obtained from gang member 
I As a result, both l I 

Vice Lords gang members, were charged with the murder and 
attempted murder. 


#5 |__^_ I was s hot[ 

members | land 

supposedly done as a | 
drug proceeds. 


_|gang 

The s hooting was 
I from Vice Lords 






(r-rr?mms 


#6 and 

1 iConservat 

jve Vice Lords gang 

first degree for the_ 

members, were convicted of murder in the 1 

1 1 murder of 

_Iware al 

sentenced to life at the 

Ton 

and 

1_1 consecutively. 1 is CurrentJv be held for an unrelated 

murder in however, he will 

stiii be brought back to 

to stand trial for the murder of 
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VICE LORD NATION 



- ILLINOIS 

- INDIANA 
-IOWA 

- MICHIGAN 

- MINNESOTA 

- MISSISSIPPI 

- OHIO 

- TENNESSEE 

- WISCONSIN 






APPENDIX C - VICE LORD SET NAMES 


• Conservative Vice Lords 

• Ebony Vice Lords 

• Four Comer Hustlers 

• Homer Home Vice Lords 

• Insane Vice Lords: Cicero insane Vice Lords, liana insane Vice 
Lords, Imperial Insane Vice Lords 

• Renegade Vice Lords 

*• Rockwell Garden Vice'Lords 

• Traveling Vice Lords 

• Undertaker Vice Lords 


• Unknown Vice Lords 















U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 219 S. Dearborn Suite 905 

FileNo - Chicago, Illinois 60604 

January 10, 1995 


VICE LORD NATION (VLN) 

RACKETEERING ENTERPRISE INVESTIGATION (REI) - VCMO 
SECONDARY ORGANIZATION 
OO: CHICAGO 

I. SYNOPSIS 

The VICE LORD NATION (VLN) is the dominant street gang 
operating on the west side and the western suburbs of Chicago. 

The VICE LORD NATION has extended their operations to other major 
citifes across the United States. These cities include Rockford, 
Joliet, Springfield, Peoria and Moline in Illinois; Milwaukee, 
Green -Bay and--Racine in Wisconsin; Des Moines and Davenport in 
Iowa; Indianapolis, Indiana; Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota; 
Memphis, Tennessee; Detroit, Michigan; and several Mississippi 
rural areas. 

Chicago has identified six (6) major factions of the 
VICE LORD NATION actively operating in the Chicago area. These 
factions are: 


CONSERVATIVE VICE LORDS (CVL) 

FOUR CORNER HUSTLERS (4CH) 

INSANE VICE LORDS (IVL) 

TRAVELLING VICE LORDS (TVL) 

UNDERTAKER VICE LORDS (UTVL) 

UNKNOWN VICE LORDS (UVL) 

Furthermore, the INSANE VICE LORDS (IVL) are branched 
into the CICERO INSANE VICE LORDS (CIVL), MAFIA INSANE VICE LORDS 
(MIVL), and the IMPERIAL INSANE VICE LORDS (IIVL). There are two 
(2) additional minor factions identified as the EBONY-VICE LORDS 
(EVL) and the 'RENEGADE VICE LORDS (RVL) . 


Each, faction, of- the VLCEL LORD- NATION: has: a: Leader:,.. 
enforcers;, and; members** ‘These -factions each control, the in ownt 
" territory % The leaders., seem to. gain-, more power once they are. 
incarecerated^ In 1992, the CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT documented 
5983 current members of the VICE LORD NATION. Current estimates 
regarding active members within Chicago are approximately 25,000. 




The ethnic makeup o.f the VICE, LORD, NATION, is. 
predominantly African-American.. THE. VICE LORD NATION is; 
primarily a male organization' with the exception of a few. 
females'. 


The VICE LORD. NATION, is actively involved in numerous; 
criminal activities including 5 murder, kidnapping for ransom,, 
armed robberies’, arson, extortion, intimidation, conspiracies,, 
money laundering, weapons- trafficking, burglaries, and narcotics, 
trafficking. 

The primary source of. income for the VICE LORD NATION 
comes through the sale of narcotics. The VICE LORD NATION'S 
hierarchy controls the numerous street sale operations of craqk 
cocaine, heroin and phencyclidine. It is' believed that the VICE, 
LORD NATION is‘ responsible for- the distribution of hundreds of 
kilograms of crack cocaine and heroin per month... 


II. DETAILS 


A. ORGANIZATION 

The VICE LORD NATION (VLN) is the dominant street gang 
operating on the west side and the western suburbs of Chicago. 

The VICE LORD NATION has extended their operations to other major 
cities across the United States. These cities include Rockford, 
Joliet, Springfield, Peoria and Moline in Illinois; Milwaukee, 
Green Bay and Racine in Wisconsin; Des Moines and Davenport in 
Iowa; Indianapolis, Indiana; Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota; 
Memphis, Tennessee; Detroit, Michigan; and several Mississippi 
rural areas. 

The VICE LORD NATION is actively involved in numerous 
criminal activities including murder, kidnapping for ransom, 
armed robberies, arson, extortion, intimidation, conspiracies, 
money laundering, weapons trafficking, burglaries and narcotics 
trafficking. 

The primary source of income for the VICE LORD NATION 
comes through the sale of narcotics. The VICE LORD NATION'S 
hierarchy controls the numerous street sale operations of crack 
cocaine, heroin and phencyclidine. It is believed that the VICE 
LORD NATION is responsible for the distribution of hundreds of 
kilograms of crack cocaine and heroin per month. 
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B. OPERATION 


The VICE LORD NATION began in 1958 by several youths 
from the same neighborhood were housed in a juvenile detention 
center located in St. Charles, Illinois. These youths formed a 
group to defend themselves from other groups in the neighborhood. 
The VICE LORD NATION began as street corner gangs organizaed for 
the purpose of fighting. As origanl members became older and 
left the gang, many gangs merged to form larger more powerfull 
gangs. These "factions" wook take over smaller/weaker factions 
and incorporate them into their gang. Later, as these gangs 
organizaed, they realized the potential for profit through 
illegal activities; primarily narcotics. 

Each faction of the VICE LORD NATION relies primarily 
on the sale of narcotics. Each faction will stake out several 
territories, usually city blocks, where they distribute crack 
cociane and heroin. Each territory is controlled by the leader 
of the faction. Each faction operates independently of each 
other but have on occasion worked together. This leader usually 
has numerous street level dealers working for him. Each faction 
has a distinctive and dominant leader who controls membership, 
territorial reights, recruitment and promotion of gang members. 
Other ranks within this organization are "King", "Five Star 
General", "Minister", Lieutenant", and "Foot soldier". Due to 
the profits generated by narcotics trafficking, this way of life 
has been generally accepted in many neighborhoods in Chicago. 

The primary source of income is through the sale of 
narcotics. This includes the street sales of $10.00 and $20.00 
bags of crack cocaine or white heroin as well as larger sales by 
mid-level members of this street gang. The leaders of the VICE 
LORD NATION arranges the multi-kilo shipments of cocaine and 
heroin from other gang members throughout the United States. 

These shipments are transported by various modes of 
transportation into Chicago. The leader will assign a worker to 
pick-up the shipment where it is then brought to a specific 
location where other workers will process it. The workers break 
large quantities by mixing non-narcotic agents with it, ie baking 
soda. In the case of crack cocaine, the primary drug in Chicago, 
it is cooked into the crack form. Workers then package it in 
street level amounts for resale. These packages are then sent 
with a runner to the numerous locations where other workers sell 
them. Additional members acting as lookouts and security provide 
protection for these workers. The security utilize numerous 
weapons including high-powered rifles and automatic weapons. 
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^ New recruits into the VICE LORDS are lured through the 
expensive clothes, jewelry and vehicles owned by the gang 
members. Also, numerous parties are held by gang members for the 
sole purpose to recruit new lower ranking members. The VICE 
LORDS attempt to portray themselves as a religious group and 
legitimate peace keeping organization. 

Street level sales include the use of children tas 
lookouts, runners and money and drug transfers. This method 
protects the higher ranking members. % After a drug sale, other 
members are responsible for collecting this money from the 
dealers. The street supervisor is usually responsible for paying 
workers either daily of weekly. The remaining proceeds are taken 
to the higher ranking officials for distribution or laundering. 

The VICE LORD NATION launders illegal proceeds through 
various methods. The most prevalent id through the purchase of 
real estate, automobiles and various businesses such as lounges, 
paging companies, video stores and car washes. The leaders 
normally purchase these businesses then place them in the name of 
a relative or friend to avoid seizure if they are arrested. Tax 
delinquent properties are also purchased by this organization, 
renovated and re-sold for profit. This gives the illusion of a 
legitimate business and launders the money at the same time. 
Another method is through the purchase of automobiles from 
corrupt businesses for cash. The paperwork is then altered. 


The VICE LORD NATION, like other large Chicago street 
gangs, are extremely violent. On July 19, 1994, the commander of 
the Chicago Police Department Gang Investigations advised that 
these street gangs were planning attacks on police officers. 


Gang members were arming themselves with grenade 
launchers, pump shotguns, riot guns, street sweepers, 1 7 shot 
automatics, laser sights, and with ammunitition such as 


_| Marksmanship practice 

including sniping from Chicago Housing Autority (CHA) buildings 
and other high-rise buildings has been reported. 
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C. FINANCES 


The primary source of finances for this organization is 
through the street sale of crack cocaine. Crack cocaine is sold 
in $10.00 and $20.00 bags. The daily operation of a street 
dealer may approach $50,000. 

Cash money is stored in bulk in places such as safety 
deposit boxes and self-storage lockers. 
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D. POLICE/PUBLIC CORRUPTION 

Members of this organization have formed "friendships" 
with unknown jail guards in Cook County Jail in Illinois. Guards 
have been known to smuggle drugs and cellular telephones as well 
as assisting in bringing in illegal contraband for these 
individuals. It is believed that members of this organization 
are attempting to make an alliance with local and national 
politicians within Chicago and the state of Illinois. 


E. COMMUNICATION 

The VICE LORD NATION utilize several different cellular 
telephones and pagers. These devices are supplied to members 
through their own paging companies as well as other associates of 
this organization. Pagers are used primarily to receive 
telephone numbers. But recently, a system of "codes" has been 
used on pagers. These "codes" are used to request more drugs and 
as a location of drop sights for money. These accounts are 
usually place in the name of a relative or friend. Many members 
lease the pager from a small company and never make payments. 

When the pager is turned off, they lease one from another 
business. 


F. CHARACTERISTICS 


G. ASSESSMENT 

H. BASIS OF INFORMATION 

The basis of information has been provided through the 
joint effort of the Chicago Division of the FBI and the Chicago 
Police eepartment Gang Section, Cook County Sheriff's Police and 
the Illinois State Police. Additional intelligence has been 
gained through LEADS/NCIC, Information America, Haines Directory, 
REDI Index and Chicago case files. 
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(03/31/95) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Chicago 

From: Springfield 

Moline RA 
Contact: SA 


Approved By: [ 
Drafted By: 


Date: 07/03/1995 


Tel. 


kan 


File Number(s) : 245D-SI-46630 (Pending) 

92D-CG-91899 


OPERATION NEIGHBORHOOD; 
OCDETF-VCMO/GANGS 


Title: 

Synopsis: Identification of Chicago r esidents 
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and 


Enclosures: Enclosed for Chicago are 2 ED-340 envelopes 
containi ng 2 black and white booking photographs each of 
|and 


Details: For information of CG, the Springfield and Omaha 
Divisions are working jointly through the Quad-Cities Anti-Gang 
Task Force (QCAGTF) to target Vice Lord Street Gangs in 
Davenport, Iowa, and Moline and Rock Island, Illinois. The 
QCAGTF is comprised of police officers from 8 local jurisdictions 
to include the Illinois State Police. The Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) is also a member of the task force and is 
represented by Special Agent (SA) I 


Captioned investiga tion ident ified[ 


] a resident 


of Rock Island, Illinois, and[_|, a resident of Davenport, 

Iowa, as Vice Lord gang members responsible for distributing 1 to 
5 kilograms of powdered a nd crack cocaine per week in the Iowa 


and Illinois Quad-Cities, 
elite" Vice Lord. 


is ranked as a "five star 
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On January ll, 199 
in the Central District of I 
To Distri bute Crack Cocaine. 



and 


inois and c. 

haraed wit 


indicted 
Conspiracy 
and 


j were charged with Money Laundering through a "superseding 
indictment. 




SEARCHED _ 
SERIALIZED. 


. INDEXED . 
.FILED __ 


JUL11 1995 












To: 

Re: 


Chicago From: Springfield 
245D-SI-46630, 07/03/1995 


| The follo wing inf orm ation was obtained through 
initial interviews of| |and 1 1 


[ 


Identified [ 


_ a resident of Chicago, 

Illinois. and a high ranking travelling Vice Lord, as one of his 


]pager number may be 


to $20,000 per 
from the period 


J in Chicago. [ 


] fronted [~ 


lives on 
] l to 2 kilos 
000 


tine one or two z: 
:ilogram. 1 

.mes a week ar a price < 
purchased cocaine from 

r sib. 

1_ 



_]went to the J and M Car Dealership, North Avenue 

and Bell, Chicago . Illinois. with I I and met a man of middle 

east origi n named I I (phonetic) or 


is certainf 


Jii[ 


owned by 


picked »n a load of rnnaina forf 


[source o f cocai ne.on one occasion 


lat a cnndnmin 


ium 


from f 


Occasional 


& 


cocaine 
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_, Chicago, Illinois. 

]could get I 1 to 


□ - 

k ould purchas e powdered cocaine 
""] who owns a I b t 


When 


ounces of cocaine. Eventually[ 


was out of 
front him four and a half 
— ]was able to purchase 1 or 2 


kilograms of powdered cocaine at a time from _ _ 

f~Iis the location where numerous drug transactions took 
Place betw een f l and I I At times. 


man 


■foT[ 


If Iasi 


name unknown - LNU), aka [ 


an individual named 
] acted as a middle 


and 


for vacation in 


the 


|with the trip 

being paid for bvl_ 



met 


Itnrough [ 


1 aka 


fzz 


1 and 1. 

|nave a| 

nr 

__i 

1_ 

COCc 

line. 

I heiieves| 

|stores 


□— 1 


Un beknownst to the QCAGTF, SA 
contacted SA 


Police Department officerl 
I I SA I 1 andf 


_telephonically 

1 IRS, Chicago, Illinois, _ and Ch icago 

]and 
c 

] 


|regarding 
1 are apparently working o n a 


task force targeting the Vic e Lords in Chicago. SA [_ 

requested through,SA I It.hat .any investig ative activity 


- 1 --- 

initiated against [ _ 

| | task force 


or 


? 


be planned with SA 
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92D-CG-91895 



involved in the sale of narcotics at each facility, 
black male who is S'll'-S'C)" tall and weighs approximately 
pounds. 
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Mtroductiph f 


This report is a statewide Vice Lord Gang Leadership 
Hierarchy, developed with information provided by the 
Chicago Police Gang Task Force officers; Illinois Department 
of Corrections; Illinois State Police Intelligence Bureau and 
Illinois State Police Tactical Gang Unit. 
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The Vice Lord Street Gang is considered by law enforcement 
authorities to be one of the largest street gangs in the state of 
Illinois. It is reportedly the oldest of the street gangs still 
active in Chicago and is also considered one of the deadliest. 


This street gang appears to have originated in 1958 within the 
Illinois Training School for Boys, located in St. Charles. The 
gang resided in a housing unit known as the “Harding 
Cottage.” This cottage contained some of the toughest 
“residents” within the institution. Upon the release of several 
Vice Lords from this institution, in the Fall of 1958, the gang 
had settled into the Lawndale neighborhood of Chicago. 
They began to spread into the north and south sides of 
Chicago during the mid 1980's. The Vice Lords also made a 
move into the Minneapolis. Mi nnesota area when Unknown 

ViceLord|_[ was incarcerate d there. This 

incarceration was a result of his | C onviction for 

_| Vice Lord factions have been 

identified in cities throughout the Midwest. 





Presently, the Vice Lord Nation is divided into six major 
factions, the Conservative Lords, the Unknown Vice Lords, 
the Four Comer Hustlers, the Traveling Vice Lords, the 
Undertaker Vice Lords and the Insane Vice Lords. The 
Insane Vice Lords are subdivided into the Cicero Insane Vice 
Lords, the Mafia Insane Vice Lords and the Imperial Insane 


Vice Lords 
November 10,1995 
Gang Intelligence Unit 











































Intelligence Report - Vice Lords 



Vice Lords. There are many other factions of the Vice Lords. 
Although this is a predominantly Afro-American gang, there 
are an increasing number of white male subjects who are 
identifying with the Vice Lords in the Chicago area. 

• •’/ .V 


Although this gang is not as structured as the Black Gangster 
Disciples, there is some table of organization within each 
faction. Since the re-incarceration of Unknown Vice Lord 


■ _pe strongest and largest faction 

dS J3t_thg__ yjce L o rds now appears to be the Conservatives. 
However, the leaders of the Conservative Vice Lords are not 
considered superior to leaders of the other factions and each 
faction appears to have its own separate hierarchy. The 
ranking titles in the Vice Lord hierarchies tend to follow the 
same pattern: King, Five Star Universal, Minister, Lieutenant 
and Foot Soldier. 
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Narcotics distribution is the Vice Lord main criminal activity. 
Homicides, shootings and other types of violence are often 
related to turf wars between Vice Lords factions and 
members of other street gangs. Armed robberies, robberies, 
weapons violations, thefts, car thefts, etc., can all be 
attributed to Vice Lord gang members. 


Attempts to become legitimate have been made at various 
stages of the Vice Lord history. They operated a teen club 
and a restaurant during the late 1960's. They also received 
federal grants to set up self-help projects and a job-training 
program for teens during that time. Not unlike the Black 
Gangster Disciples, they reportedly have pursued the cover of 
legitimacy through the use of politics and religion. They also 
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The Top Gangs 


The Black Gangster Disciple Nation continues to be the most predominant gang throughout Illinois. 
This street gang organization impacts the state more than any other and is operating in practically 
every comer of the state. This trend continues despite the large number of indictments against the 
Black Gangster Disciples including its top leadership. This gang poses a special threat to society/ 
not only because of the sheer magnitude of its operation, but its movement to establish political and 
business organizations. In 1995, the “Gangster Disciples” as they are currently referred to, had the 
largest number of law enforcement contacts, had more of their members released from prison and 
were the most likely to have their new members documented into LEADS. ; , 

Law enforcement entries to the LEADS Gang Member File are one of the best indicators of gang 
activity. The second highest number of entries and prison releases for 1995 were on the Vice Lords. 
The Vice Lords are also responsible for the second highest number of “hits” statewide. The Vice 
Lords actually are comprised of over 21 different factions, all having a separate hierarchy and 
leadership. The most active of the Vice Lord groups are the Four Comer Hustlers, the Conservative 
Vice Lords, the Insane Vice Lords and the Traveling Vice Lords. ,,, i , 

The Latin Kings are not only a powerful influence in Illinois but have “National Chapters” in the 
southwest states and Connecticut. Some chapters of the Latin Kings are believed to be controlled 
by Latin King leaders currently incarcerated within Illinois correctional institutions. In 1995, the 
Latin Kings were third in the state for the total number of entries and third in the categories of“hits” 
and releases. The pie charts on pages 19, 22 and 25 compare the statewide data on the Black 
Gangster Disciple Nation, Vice Lords and Latin Kings. • ■ i 

The remaining two gangs of the top five gangs in Illinois are the Latin Disciples and Black P-Stone 
Nation. The Latin Disciples Nation are among the top five gangs in all three categories - “hits,” 
entries and releases. There were 406 Latin Disciple gang members released from IDOC during this 
reporting period. The fastest growing segment of the Latin Disciples was the Maniac Latin Disciples 
faction. The Black P-Stone Nation, formerly known as the El Rukn^ appear to be reorganizing 
which may be attributed to the efforts of their leader, to unify all “Stones” under one nation. In 
1995, 366 of the original Black P-Stones members were released from IDOC. “Hits” on 
Black P-Stones increased dramatically from 8,868 in 1994 to 13,012 in 1995. 
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NDIC National Street Gang Survey Report 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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Maps 



Reported Presence of Vice Lords 

Eastern United States 
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Maps 


Reported Presence of Latin Kings 

Western United States, Alaska, and Hawaii 



Legend _ 

© - Population Over 500,000 

★ - Population Between 250,000-500,000 
A - Population Between 100,000-250,000 

• - Population Under 100,000 
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Vice Lores 
(People) 

(5 Point Star) 


ORGANIZATION NAME 




COLORS 

Black 

Gold 


Top hat 

Cane 

Glove 

Rabbit head 


SIGNIFICANT IDENTIFIERS 


Champagne glass 
5 point stars 
Crescent noons 


ORIGIN 


Holy City (1:6th and Lawndale - Chicago) 
Established: Approximately 1958 


ORIGINATORS 
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6 Point Star 


5 Point Star 


Opposition AFFILI ATION 

Latin Disciples 
Black Disciples 
GD* s 
Metros 


Peoples faction 
Latin Kings 







RANK STRUCTURE 


Chief - 5 Star Elite 
4 Star Elite 
3 Star Elite 
2 Star Elite 
1 Star Elite 

I 

Administration 

I 

Minister of Justice 

I 

Minister of Literature 

I 

Chief of Security 

I 

Minister of Cell House 

I 

Minister of Chain of Command* 

' I 

Branch Elite 


Lieutenants 










CONSERVATIVE VICE LORD NATION 


It is generally stated that the Vice Lord Nation, referred to bv Vice 
Lords as a "club," not a gang, originated in 1958 in what is usually 
called Chariie Town," the Illinois State Training School for Roys at St. 
Charles, Illinois. In St. Charles the inmates live in what are called 
cottages." The Vice Lords began in Hardin Cottage, which housed the 
toughest boys in the institution. After these inmates’ were released from 
-t. Charles, the club was started in the Lawndale area Chicaoo in the 
fall of 1958. 

Even before the area became predominately black, Polish and Jewish arouos 
in Lawndale engaged in fierce gang fighting. After the area changed from 
white to black, the fighting gang pattern was continued bv black groups. 
One of the early black fightino gangs in Lawndale was called the Clovers. 
At the time the Vice Lords first returned to Chicago from St. Charles, 
the Clovers were breaking ud. Its members were gettinq older (aoproach- 
ing 20), and the group came under increasingly heavv pressure from a new 
' Club-called ‘the Egyptian’Cobras. 

The Cobras had originally started in the Maxwell Street open-market area 
of Chicago's new west side known as "Jew Town." Later, a branch of the 
Cobras was initiated in a part o* the west side ghetto to the west of the 
Clovers called "K-Town" (because all the street names begin with K), and 
therefore, this particular branch was called the K-Town Cobras. The 
K-Town Cobras soon increased in power and came into conflict with the 
older, more established Clovers. 

In the fall of 1958 the members of the newly created Vice Lords moved 
into a section of the Clover's old neighborhood vacated during the 
decline in Clover power. At this point there is a major divergence 
between accounts. One informant stated that many of the original members 
° f the Vice Lords had previously belonged to a group known as the Imperi¬ 
al Chaplains located to the east of the Clovers. When the members of the 
Vice Lords returned to Chicago, they decided to start their own branch of 
the Imperials called the Imperial Vice Lords. The Imperial Vice Lords 
did not remain a branch for long. Friction developed between the two 
grouDS, and fighting broke out at a party at which both were present. 
Although the Lords were outnumbered, they won the fight, injuring several 
Imperials in the process. This established the Vice Lords as a group 
completely independent of the Imperials, and from then on the club was 
known as the Conservative Vice Lord Nation. 

Another informant told a different story. He said the Vice Lords never 
were a part of the Imperial Chaplains. When the members of the Lords 
returned to Lawndale from St. Charles, they decided to continue the group 
as a small club organized for social (sponsoring parties) purooses. The 
original Lords had been members of manv different fiqhting ganas - the 
Aoacnes, the Thunderbirds, the Golden Hawks, the Vampires and the Imperi¬ 
al Chaplains. At first the club's activities consisted solely of givina 
parties and handing out together. Slowlv, the group grew until, almost 








-SJ ??!;«' c 1 r 1fy .; s that we are not b y ° f 

difforcn® n d *5-!- above , that ^Is is all one big gang. They all have 
m' 7 ow "d am ® s » difyerent leadership and most of them are verv unorga- 
gana * emem tier, i. s hearing the name of a gang that starts up a new 

AimJoh?,/ ! tar 3 e ? f ind i nq . a new t vpe of constitution called "The 
^ - * f s 0 ^.^slam Nation." On the surface the constitution 

anntw n 'l!V 1 , lqiou . s ’ but £ urther readina informs that it is just 

the National L ^ d * FxamDle: The chai ‘ n of command is the same, 

wmp Nat Tn i 1 ^ dentl tu at r 0 !! Flag is the same and even the graffiti is the 
same. In fact even the Code of Conduct is the same except for the name. 

Bl^n^yoii that ci keepS : ecurn ' n 9 *s why some Vice Lords represent with 
aidCk and Yellow Flag and some with the Red and Black Flaq? We do not 

find hn+h^i 1 an T r - Howe Y? r > if you read either constitution, you will 
" b ° bh r ag u? °r s ? re alluded to. Within their "Statement of Love" 

TMc y ; 0u r b skln 1s Just » y° ur blood and flesh which is us." 

This statement could mean blood and'flesh = red and black. When vou < 

study the section called the National Identification Flag you will see 
r M er T 6d £ °; *”* cal or is black, .which represents that 

ron^fc Sa ] ly 4 .u la c k pe °P]® are 3 majority people and Golden Star which 
represents the Eye of Allah. This may or many not be where the colors 
come from. 

The Conservative Vice Lords, also known as the United Conservative Voters 
League can be recognized by their black and gold or red and black color 
and symbols: 360 degrees surrounded by fire, two half-crescent moons, 
ive-pointed star, pyramid with top hat, cane and white gloves. Playboy 
Dunny head, dice or seven or eleven, martini glass, earring in left ear, 
and hat tilted to. the left. • 

Significance of the symbols used in the Conservative Vice Lord Nation: 


1. CIRCLE: 


2. FIRE: 


3. DARKNESS: 


CRESCENT MOONS: 


360 degrees of knowledge that black people 
ruled the world and will again rule the world. 

Represents the black nation's true knowledge of 
being suppressed and their inability to reach 
knowledge because of the heat created by the 
fi re. 

Represents the black majority, not minority, of 
the world. 

Represents the splitting of the black nation 
into two parts, one of the west and one of the 
east. 


5. STAR: 


Represents the eye of Allah, watching over his 
people. 








6. PYRAMID: Represents the mvsterv of the construction 

the pyramid, which was constructed by black 
people. The three corners of the triangle 
represents physical, mental and spiritual 
knowledge. 


7. 

SUN: 

Represents the rising of truth in the black 
nation. 

8 . 

HAT: 

Represents shelter. 

9. 

CANE: 

Represents the staff of strength. 

10. 

GLOVES: 

Represents purity.' 

The 

Conservative Vice 

Lord Nation's factions (Chicago area): 


1 . 

Unknown 

9. Executioners 

2. 

4 Corner Hustler 

10. -Undertaker 

3. 

’ Cicero Insane 

11. 12th Street 

4. 

Imperial Insane 

12. City Lords 

5. 

Renegade 

13. 15th Street 

6. 

Traveling 

14. Rip iDouglas-Ridgewav) 

7. 

Jackson 

15. Village 

8. 

K.A.T. (Kadzia-Albany Terrible) 



CONCLUSION: 


One specific note that is imperative when talking about the Vice Lords is 
the "Holy City." Its area is in the vicinity'of 16th and Lawndale and 
extends to Hamlin, Ridgeway, and Drake. This is considered the main 
headquarters., and within the "Holy City" at 16th and Hamlin is the w nuse 
of Lords. This specific area is the headquarters of the Vice Lord Nation 
and is considered by them'to be sacred. $1so, note that the Vice Lords 
have a highly structured organization, specifically noting 5, 4, 3, 2, 
and I Star Elites as their specific leade rs. The two predominant Vice 
Lord f igures are both *' n carcerated in the[ 


1 one being inma tef 


currently housed at the | I 

_?_4* ^ /> m mm3 


] and the other maxim um security segregation inmate 


Jcurrently housed within the [ 


] 


It is noted that both of these individuals claimed divine rights 
to being the leader, and it is considered through intelligence that there 
will be'a major confrontation when both come together either within the 
correctional centers or on the streets. The Vice Lord Nation can be 
considered one of the largest organizations within the state of Illinois. 




look out for our hoods (neighborhoods).* Now see, by him being 
tight with us, when the Cobras or the Imperials fall down on us, 
they going to fall down on him, too. By making him our f riend, 
automatically we make him the enemv of the other grouD. He only 
have one support, and that's to stay within the body that's with 
him. 

Different tactics were necessary in recruiting new members from the 
smaller clubs located in various west side neighborhoods. Manv of these 
clubs were engaged in gang wars with stronger rivals. The Vice Lords 
supported these groups in their wars,, and in return these clubs became 
subgroups of the Vice Lords. In other instances, the Vice Lords entered 
alliances with groups which were also under pressure from the Cobras and 
Imperials, and slowly these groups began to consider themselves Vice 
Lords. 

following the growth in the Vice Lord’s membership, there was a corre¬ 
sponding institutionalization in the organization: (I) Groups of Vice 
Lords from various parts of the West side formed distinct subgroups 
called "branches" which were joined in a loosely knit federation; (2) 
Within each branch leadership became institutionalized in specific 
* positions ;-*(3)‘ Age categories were set up which crosscut the branches; 
and (4) Within the branches, particular groups were given specific 
duties. We have already mentioned that many of the smaller clubs which 
the Vice Lords absorbed became district branches. In other instances 
groups of Vice Lords occupying neighborhoods some distance from the 
club's core territory also became separate branches. Following the 
establishment of branches, the original group centered at 16th and 
Lawndale became known as the City Lords, since they controlled that 
portion of the club's territory called Vice Lord City. Other important 
branches were the Monroe Lords on Monroe Street, the Mavoole Lords on 
Maypole Avenue, the California Lords, the Sacramento Lords, the 5th. 
Avenue Lords and the Albany Lords. 

The Vice Lord Nation died out in the 1970's due to the imprisonment or 
death of its leadership. The gang resurfaced again in 1980 upon the 
release of many incarcerated members to the Chicago area. 

In June 1980, Chicago Police observed one of their first meetings on the 
streets of Chicago. It looked like a prison release photo, individuals 
that had not been seen in 10 years, all a - ,little older and a lot wiser. 

Since 1980, the Vice Lords have saturated Illinois: Evanston, Zion, 
Waukegan, Rockford, Rock Island, East Moline, Joliet, Kankakee, Chicago 
suburban communities such as Oak Park, Maywood, Harvey, Robinson, 
Bolingbrook and Woodridge to name a few. In downstate Illinois they were 
located in Peoria, Decatur, Springfield, Danville, Champaign, Carbondale 
and East St. Louis. Outside of Illinois the Vice Lords, were located in 
Ft. Madison, Cedar Rapids, Des Moines, Waterloo and Davenport, Iowa; 
Beloit and Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Elkhart, Indiana; Minneapolis and St. 
D aul, Minnesota; St. Louis and Kansas City, Missouri; Kansas Citv, 

Kansas; and Omaha, Nebraska, and the list goes on for Illinois cities as 
well as other states. 



IaSnc eC °c^ii nc i denb t00 * ( P^ a ce at a-dance given by the Imperial Chap¬ 
lains. Following is a Vice Lord's account of this incident: 

There was only a few of us there at this dance, and the Imperials, 

, v J urn P®^ on use for something, and this was when we first started 
^ 1n - them. Like I said, there wasn't very many’of us, but we 

^ 90 °d fight at this showing that our name went out. See, 
whoro Imperials got .hurt, and there was just us few. That’s 

. * e °^ r re P ^reputation) from...you know, when we’re 
outnumbered and still whipping ass. 

nrl'nn ^w S V nCidents more individuals in the neighborhood joined the 
hnwpvpr d fhL 9 ^ W *? 25 members - The original members still felt, 

fpp?Innc J hat t 5 e c ] ub shou]d remain primarily a social group. Their 
^ , f ? . e ^ n , to cban f e efter the Cobras delivered a threatening messaae 

^_ on f m ? re .night left to live.’,' Soon after, when 


. ''•"j luut c myia iert to live. 

Sn „S e f ia Chaplains broke into the basement of |_pouse 

thp hpcomf d + f0r c1ubme f tings), tore the furniture apart, and set fire to 
t?nn b ?,fc many of . tbe Vice Lords decided that some kind of retalia- 
ar+JnH” m^i SSary ' A meeting was called to decide on a course of 
15 : 2 ! ;.J hl ma 5 y me, ! ,b f rs d1d not feel the club was strong enough to 
. | r the f .I,mpa r i5l,Xhapla4ns or * the-Cobra-s^ a -few »of*-the more 

C 4 _ n i en ia ] e 9ders had decided that the group could no longer remain 
simply a social club. 


At this point in the Vice Lord's development, there was no institutional- 
% ori P a ' organization. There were no formal leadership positions and 

7/ e 5 09ni2 f d cleava P e s within the group. However, there were 
. ognized leaders whose power stemmed from personal charisma. These 
eaders recognized that if the Vice Lords were to withstand both the 
ras and the Imperial Chaplains, they would have to increase their 

Hf?nhK Sh iI P *^ f0r j 0 I!l y W1tfl a lar 9 er 9 rou P could they (1) control their 
neighborhood and thus protect themselves from surprise attacks; and (2) 

more evenly match their opponents in gang fighting encounters. 

The Vice Lords approached the task of recruiting new members in several 
i erent wavs. Both the non-affiliated boys.and other existing small 

n^r,hi a Wer ^ potent ) al sources of new members, but each posed different 
problems in recruitment. The methods used to recruit non-affiliated bovs 
were explained as follows: 


What we did, we did a survey of the neighborhood. We found out that 
tnere was fellows that was not accepted by any club for one reason 
or another, maybe a guy was disliked 'cause he had jumped on some- 
o y, or because he wouldn't join some club. So we approached him 
rom a different angle. First, instead of trying to scare him into 
becoming a part of our group, we tried to gain his friendship. See, 
what a lot of clubs don't realize is that if a guy's your friend, 'he 
automatically be with you in a humbug (fight). But what they would 
come through with, "You either join our club or we'll do this or 
we 11 do that." We didn't do that. We said, "Well...ah...the 
.mperials are falling down on us, the Cobras are falling down on us. 
We got to do something about this, man* We can't keen being abused 
bv -.hese clubs. 'What we goino to do, we goino to aet toaether and 






VICE LORDS 


POLICE DISTRICTS: 002, 

003, 

004, 

005, 

006, 

007, 

008, 

009, 

010, 

Oil, 

012, 

014, 

018, 

020, 

021, 

022, 

023, 

024, 

025 




RACIAL MAKEUP: 

Black 

GANG COLORS: 

Black 


and 


gold 



EMBLEMS: Pyramid with a crescent moon; 

the initials "V/L;" top hat with cane 
and gloves; pair of dice; martini 
glass; Playboy bunny head; crescent 
moon with a five pointed star; and a 
dollar sign 


ALLIANCE: 


PEOPLE 


CRIMINAL ACTIVITY: Murder, robbery, street sale of 

narcotics, thefts, weapon violations, 
batteries, assaults, extortions, and 
intimidations. 


FACTIONS: Ten 

NAME OF FACTIONS: 

Conservative Vice Lords 
Cicero Insane Vice Lords 
Traveling Vice Lords 
Unknown Vice Lords 
Rockwell Garden Vice Lords 
Renegade Vice Lords 
Horner Home Vice Lords 
Four Corner Hustlers 
Insane Vice Lords 
Undertaker Vice Lords 

HISTORY: • The Vice Lords are the oldest street.- 

gang in Chicago dating back to the 
late 1950s. They were formed in the Illinois State 
Training School for Boys at St. Charles, Illinois as a club. 
Later, following the release of several members, the club 
was started in the Lawndale area of Chicago in the fall of 
1958. From its inception the Lawndale area has been and 
currently is a stronghold for the Vice Lords. 

In the late 1960s, there was an allegation of fraud 
lodged against the Vice Lords involving Federal Assisted Job 
Training Programs. These programs were to allow the Vice 
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Lords to run a teen center and job training programs for 
youths of the westside. 

_Unlike the Blackstone Rangers and their I 

I no Vice Lords were convicted of any fraud involving 
these programs which allowed the gang to gain further 
control of the westside. 

For most of the 1970s and early 1980s, the Vice Lords 
remained a westside street gang. With the release of many 
gang leaders and hardcore gang members from the penitentiary 
system, the Vice Lords expanded the locations into the north 
and'south sides of Chicago. 


I | of the Unk nown Vice Lord faction, 

was convicted ofl ~ (involving t he I I 

I ~~l As a result, me mbers of I I 

family moved to I I to be close to| 

during his incarceration. Factions of Vice Lords were then 
established in that city. Recently, factions of Vice Lords 
have been-reported in Green Bay, Wisconsin; Indianapolis, 
Indiana; Des Moines, Iowa; and other midwest cities. The 
gang has also expanded its territory into many of the 
suburban areas surrounding Chicago. 



b7C 


b6 
. b7C 


C 



Each Vice Lord faction has a leadership and membership 
separate and distinct from other Vice Lord factions. 

-Although -each feet ion «ees the -name Vioe -Lords r -each 
indicates their independence by using their own gang faction 
name in their graffiti. 
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Today's Vice Lords have resurfaced along lines similar to that of traditional 
organized crime. The main thrust of their criminal activity is narcotics and prostitution. 
However, they are also involved in the sale of weapons, arson-for-profit, extortion, 
burglary, armed robbery, auto theft, (chop shops), welfare fraud, shoplifting, and murder. 
In a different light, it also appears as if the Vice Lord Nation is involved in seemingly 
legitimate activities. Like traditional organized crime, they too are investing in real 
estate for the sole purpose of perpetuating their Vice Lord Nation. 


The principal leaders of the Conservative Vice Lord Nation are 


carries the title of "Chief Supreme Elite" and also the 

Islamic name of 

He is presently incarcerated in 



is alleged to hav« 







The Conservative Vice Lord Nation is composed of many factions, the largest of 
which is the Almighty Unknown Vice Lord Nation. The overall leader of this subfaction is 

is attempting to reorganize and unify the organization. 



is to be 


Conservative Vice Lord Nation. 


is presently housed within the 


Iowa. is 

attempting to disguise some of his activities through 





The need for a coordinated law enforcement effort against Vice Lords has been 
emphasized by the increased levels of Vice Lord recruiting, increased level of criminal 
activity and the strengthened relationships and alliance between street gangs. 

Accompanying this letter are materials to facilitate a continuing flow of 
information between all the participating criminal justice agencies involved in addressing 
the Vice Lord problem. As requested, please complete the "Street Gang Member Profile" 
(SGMP) form on the Vice Lord members in your jurisdiction. This will enable us to expand 
your data base of information and to increase our ability to coordinate information in 
support of investigative and enforcement activities. 







The street gangs have a viable image today. Children see gangs and gang members 
through mediums like T.V. and radio with all their money and success and aspire to that 
image. Some Vice Lords (and many street gangs) become role models to many of these 
children. In response to the Vice Lord growth, an incumbent street crime (and other 
street gangs) many civic leaders in response to their communities are demanding action. 

In reality, the Vice Lords and other street gangs represent a viable threat to the 
success of cities and neighborhoods. The element of control is essential, either 
government is in control, providing services and insuring an environment which personal 
choice to learn, grow, live and improve over quality of life is a possiblity. Or, the gangs 
are in control..,. 


The need for a coordinated law enforcement effort against the Vice Lord Nation is 
emphasized now by the expansion and increased level of street gang recruiting-throughout 
the midwest and other suspected areas and increased organized street gang related 
criminal activities. 







In Chicago during 1980, the first major meeting of Vice Lords was observed since the 
mid 1970's. Many of the participants were recently released from Illinois prisons. Also at 
this time, law enforcement officials in Minnesota and Iowa became aware of an 
organizational movement by the Vice Lords in their cities and prison systems. It soon 
became apparent that recruitment of the Vice Lord Nation was steadily increasing, a hold 
that at one time had weakened but not disappeared. Concentrated meetings between law 
enforcement and correctional personnel soon realized that the prisons had become the 
principal recruiting and training ground for the re-emerging Vice Lord Nation. Not only in 
tne Illinois correctional system, but in Iowa and Minnesota as well as other mid western 
states, the once Chicago-based street gang had established itself into an interstate 
network of hardened criminals with liaison established with other prison-based street 

gangs. The character of the Vice Lord nation presently operates at two levels, both within 
the various prisons and on city streets. 




The information contained in this report is the result of the conference that was 
held in December, 1982 and the coordinated efforts that followed. The information 
exchange between all agencies was and is, most gratifying and certainly reveals that Vice 
Lords Street Gang activities are not confined to the City of Chicago, though Chicago is 
believed to be the "Mother Chapter". 

As a direct result of the conference, it has been learned that the Vice Lords exist in 
an ever widening network throughout the Chicago metropolitan area as well as the states 

of Iowa, Minnesota and suspected activities in Indiana, Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, 
Nebraska, New York and Ohio. 

The Conservative Vice Lord Nation is one of the more populated street gangs. They 

are said to number approximately 3,000 persons in the entire Conservative Vice Lord 
Nation. 


The ..Conservative Vice Lord .Nation, was,formed4n JI51 by- a group of- male -blacks # 
and since that time has remained almost exclusively a black organization. Since it's 
inception, the Conservative Vice Lord Nation has grown from a single street gang to one 
made up of many different factions. During the mid 1960's to mid 1970‘s, the Vice Lord 

Nation experienced a period of growth and gained control over most of Chicago's west side 
(Mother Chapter). 


During 1975, the Vice Lord Nation began to dissipate. This was due to police 
pressure and the subsequent increase of incarcerated Vice Lord members. Within five 
years, however, the Vice Lord Nation once again re-established their hold on the west side 
of Chicago as well as expanded to the north and south sides of Chicago, the southern 
suburbs and into the Illinois/Iowa prison systems. Their control also extended to other 
cities like Minneapolis, Minnesota and Waterloo, Iowa. 







